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For release: 11:30am Monday, 14 January 2008
Job Advertisements surge in December
The total number of jobs advertised in major metropolitan newspapers and on the internet surged by 7.1% in December to a weekly average of 
274,653 per week.  This represents the strongest monthly increase since May 2007.  The total number of advertisements in December was 31% higher than 12 months ago.

Looking at the different channels for advertising jobs, the number of job advertisements in major metropolitan newspapers increased by 3.9% in December to an average of 
21,292 

 LINK Excel.Sheet.8 "\\\\svrau100qsm01.oceania.corp.anz.com\\CFSEC GRPEC\\share\\JobAds\\Job Ads.xls" "TABLE!R39C3" \t  \* MERGEFORMAT per week.  This follows a 0.2% increase in November.  Newspaper advertisements are now 3.9% higher than a year ago. 

The rise in newspaper job advertisements in December was driven by increases in New South Wales (7.7%); Tasmania (8.8%); the Northern Territory (8.2%); the Australian Capital Territory (6.3%); South Australia (5.3%); Victoria (2.3%) and Western Australia (1.2%).  Queensland bucked the nationwide trend with a small decline (-0.9%).  

In level terms, the number of newspaper job advertisements in New South Wales and Tasmania are now at their highest since 2005.  In South Australia, the number of advertisements is at its highest since 1989, while in the Northern Territory the number is at its highest on record.

The number of internet job advertisements grew strongly by 7.4% in December to average 
253,361 per week.  In trend terms, internet job advertisements increased by 1.7% to be 33.3% higher than a year ago.  
ANZ’s Chief Economist, Saul Eslake, said: “The surge in the number of job advertisements in December indicates the demand for labour remains very strong.”
“Since hitting a trough in August 2007, monthly trend growth has continued to pick up pace but still remains below the rates seen earlier in 2007.  The forward nature of the relationship between the Job Advertisements series and employment suggests that employment growth will increase moderately over coming months.  As a result, the current tight labour market conditions are expected to continue well into 2008.

“Overall, the Australian economy retains considerable momentum despite the effects of global financial market uncertainty, higher interest rates, the relatively strong Australian dollar and record oil prices.
 “Looking at job advertisements by state, it continues to be the smaller states of Tasmania, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory which are showing the strongest trend increases in job advertisements.  New South Wales is also showing strong signs of improvement.  In contrast, job advertisements in Western Australia appear to now be easing slightly following remarkable growth between 2003 and 2006,” Mr Eslake said.
(Note: For some of the newspapers surveyed, the ANZ Job Advertisements series counts the number of advertisement ‘bookings’. Each ‘booking’ may contain multiple advertisements.  In addition, the ANZ series counts classified advertisements only, and does not include display advertisements. For these reasons, it would be incorrect to draw any inference or correlation from the ANZ series regarding advertising volumes or revenues from employment advertising in the newspapers surveyed. The ANZ series is not intended to, and should not, be used to assess the financial performance of any of the newspapers included in it.)
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	Job Advertisements series
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	Job Advertisements series
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	Job Advertisements series
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State and Territory newspaper data
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	Job Advertisements series


Average number of newspaper job advertisements per week – Australia
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(a) The trend estimates have been derived by applying a 13-term Henderson moving average to the seasonally adjusted series. While this smoothing technique enables estimates to be produced for the latest month, it does result in revisions to the most recent six months as additional observations become available. 
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	Job Advertisements series


Average number of newspaper job advertisements per week - States and Territories
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The above data are based on information provided by the following newspapers: The Sydney Morning Herald and The Daily Telegraph (NSW); The Age and The Herald-Sun (Victoria); The Courier-Mail (Queensland); and The Advertiser (South Australia). 
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	Job Advertisements series


Average number of newspaper job advertisements per week - States and Territories
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The above data are based on information provided by the following newspapers: The West Australian (Western Australia); The Mercury, The Examiner and The Advocate (Tasmania); The Canberra Times (Australian Capital Territory); and The NT News (Northern Territory).
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	Job Advertisements series


Average number of internet job advertisements per week – Australia
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Source: 

Economics@ANZ.


The internet series counts the average number of advertisements carried by each of the sites contributing to the series on the same day of each week in the month indicated. The day (which is not necessarily the same for each site) is selected by the site operator as broadly representative of its activity levels. The above data are based on information provided by the operators of the following sites: Seek.com.au; Hudson Global Resources; and the Department of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) Australian Job Search site, jobsearch.gov.au.
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	Job Advertisements series


Average total number of newspaper and internet job advertisements per week – Australia
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